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of Health, the first board of this kind to be established in America, 
and one noted for the high character of its laboratory investigations 
and its public health administration. pi 

The chapters on medical inspection of schools, food, air, soil, 
water, military, tropical, naval, and marine hygiene arc specially 
enlightening and well done. Much of the book has been rewritten, 
and in each part this has been done by one who has made a specialty 
of the topic under discussion. The chapters contain many recent 
and important statistics; this edition contains one hundred more 
pages than the well-known previous one, and twelve additional 
plates arc included. Many of the illustrations are splendid half¬ 
tones pertaining to the hygiene of the occupations. 

If this book has a few shortcomings they are of little moment. 
It should meet the most critical demands of every one interested 
in public health and hygiene. T. G. S. 


Tiik Clinics of John II. Mum-iir, M.l)., at Mkiicy Hospital, 
Chicago. Vol. Ill, No. -I, August, 101-1. l’p. 253; GO illus¬ 
trations. Philadelphia and London: W. 11. Saunders Company, 
HIM. 

The clinical talk on surgical and general diagnosis, which opens 
this number of Murphy's Clinics, is devoted to ileus, including its 
varieties, symptoms, management, and illustrative eases. This is 
well worth reading, even though some portions smell suspiciously 
of the lamp. In other parts of the volume there is enough of the 
direct, incisive, didacticism of Dr. Murphy to compensate for this 
fault, which after all is a very rare one in these volumes. 

Then there is an interesting discussion of arthroplasties, with 
special reference to the operation at the hip; several interesting 
cases of nerve anastomosis for facial paralysis; and a report of 
a further operation on the patient, with ascending root neuritis, 
whose case was first reported in the April number of the Clinics. 
In regaril to the latter case, Dr. Murphy conies to the conclusion, 
after the second operation, that the patient’s pain was really 
central and not peripheral in origin. 

There are also a number of eases of bone surgery, such as nial- 
tniion of a Colics’ fracture, cases of congenital and of recurrent 
dislocation of the patella, and a ease of sarcoma of the humerus. 

Though the publishers of Murphy's Clinics have recently publicly 
apologised, at Dr. Murphy’s request, for the objectionable manner 
(“too boastful and not in good taste”) in which they had advertised 
this periodical, no apology is needed for the seemingly endless 
supply of valuable clinical material brought before the profession 
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at such frequent intervals. I)r. Murphy sifts the wheat from the 
chair, and with tireless enthusiasm inculcates principles of diagnosis 
and treatment of proved and lasting value. A. 1’. C. A. 


I .oca r. Anesthesia: its Scientific Basis and I’iiacticai. I'he. 
By PitoFESsoit Dn. IIeimiicii Kiiaiin, Ohermediziimlrat and 
Director of the Kgl. Hospital at Zwickau, Germany. Translated 
and edited by I’kiicy Siiiemis, M.D., A.C.S., Cincinnati, Ohio, 
from the third revised German edition. I’p. •'!!)!); 215 illustra¬ 
tions. Philadelphia and New York: I,ea S: Kehiger, 1914. 

In Braun’s /.oral Anesthesia we have the standard German text¬ 
book upon the subject under consideration. 

Thu subject is covered in great detail, and but few omissions 
of any importance arc to be noted. On page 102 the author mentions 
the work of Crile, Matas, and Corning, but does not give the 
emphasis to Crile's work on nnociassociation that its value deserves. 

'I’he initial chapter is an interesting resume of the earlier history 
of local anesthesia. Of special interest are the author’s remarks 
upon sensation, pain, and the psychology of pain. It would appear 
that the material under the author’s observation consists largely 
of individuals less susceptible to pain and other mental effects of 
operative procedures than those with whom American surgeons 
have to deal. 

Certain of the earlier chapters are of a highly technical character, 
and while enhancing the value of the work as n book of reference, 
add nothing of value to the treatise as a practical hand-book. 

Among the drugs in actual use ns local anesthetics the author 
strongly favors novocain combined with suprarenin. Indeed, 
this is referred to .almost entirely in the practical directions for 
local anesthesia. The warning against the use of strong solutions 
of cocuin is well stated. Stovnin is entirely condemned for anything 
but spinal anesthesia. The method of anesthesia by layers of tissue 
planes is adequately described. In the description of the technique 
we find a number of unnecessary illustrations, for instance, Pigs. 
21, 22, and 27. 

It is, however, in the actual description of local anesthesia of 
the various regions of the body that the author gives us that which 
is of most value, and also tlint most open to question. There 
is no doubt that major cranial operations cun be done under local 
anesthesia, but why, except in rare instances, should they be done 
thus? The methods also, while theoretically perfect, ore by no menus 
easy of application. The reviewer can sec no possible reason why 
a radical breast operation need ever be done under local anesthesia. 



